
Deficits in industry talent pipelines
–49% of U.S. employers are experiencing difficulty filling 
mission-critical positions in their organizations, up from  
14% in 2010.1 

–By 2020, the demand for workers with a college degree or 
higher will outstrip supply by about 1.5 million people.2  

Support Student Success with  
Increased Labor Market Value
An Industry Pathways Expo brings faculty, employers, and 
students together to build a globally competitive workforce 
by discussing career pathways into a specific industry. These 
events encourage faculty and employers to engage directly 
with students to learn about their career goals, discuss 
industry trends and best practices, and help students 
understand their transfer options and next steps after 
earning their associate degrees.

5 Ingredients: The Pathway to Success 
Industry: Because stakeholders play an influential role in 
helping students transition into the labor force, the Industry 
Pathways Expo connects community college students with 
industry leaders for a dialogue on the knowledge and training 
required in their chosen field.

Learning: An Industry Pathways Expo emphasizes lifelong 
learning relevant to the student’s field of interest while 
presenting continuing education options for working learners.

Engagement: By focusing on a specific body of students and 
their options for a successful transition into their chosen 
industry, these events drive maximum engagement. To 
illustrate, health care associate degree students at a Health 
Care Pathways Expo will meet event contributors such as 
universities with health care transfer options, health care 
employers, and industry associations such as the local 
nurses association.

Access: Because community colleges provide educational 
access to diverse students, the Industry Pathways 
Expo opens up the event to the community, thereby 
demonstrating the connection between education and 
career success for all students.

Readiness: Working in tandem with our community college 
and industry partners, the Industry Pathways Expo is able 
to advance postsecondary career blueprinting efforts, 
resulting in students prepared for specific industry careers.

Resources
Community College Center of Excellence at  
University of Phoenix: phoenix.edu/ccce

Industry Pathways Expo

Driving industry success through student engagement

For more information on how your community
college can participate in an Industry Pathways
Expo, please contact Michele Martinez at
281.671.3003.

1Manpower Talent Shortage Survey, 2012, http://press.manpower.com/press/2012/talent-shortage/
2McKinsey Institute “Preparing for a New Era of Knowledge Work, 2012, https://www.mckinseyquarterly.com/Preparing_for_a_new_era_of_knowledge_work_3034
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