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Key Points for Discussion

• WHEN to grant undergraduate transfer 
credit for international students

• HOW to assign credit in various specific 
international credential situations 



Rules of the Game

• Rule #5 of Dale Gough’s 13 Rules:

• “A Year is a Year”
• (Never give more for the overseas 

experience than a US student gets in 
the same time frame and comparable 
educational setting—RW translation)



What Does That Mean?
• US students are only allowed15-18 semester 

hours per semester of full time college study

• US students earn 30-36 semester hours per 
year (excluding Summer terms)

• US students total 120 sem hrs per year for a 
four year degree program   



Key To the Credit Breakdown 

• 15 class/contact hours=1 semester hour

• 45 class/contact hours=3 semester hours

• 45 lab/practical hours=1 semester of lab

• US students are assumed to spend two hours of 
outside preparation for every 1 hour of lecture



No Credit For High School*
• *Except in certain rare circumstances

• Country has a primary/secondary system  
longer than that in the USA (12 years)

• Examples: British A Levels, German Abitur, 
Quebec CEGEP Diploma

• All others, regardless of content, must take a 
placement test (AP, IB, CLEP, etc.)



Overarching Principle

• They are coming HERE to study and 
YOU have to render THEIR system into 
OURS in order for them to achieve 
YOUR degree using the same rules that 
you use for your own students.



Potential Credit From High 
School
• British A Levels are exams coming after a 

13th year (after two years of study in the Sixth 
Form at a Sixth Form College)

• These exams are absolutely necessary to 
enter university in the UK and roughly equate 
to the freshman year sequence in that subject 
(6-8 hours, perhaps 10 each)



Germany
• Historically 13 years for university-bound students (in 

Gymnasium) resulting in the Zeugnis der
Allgemeinen Hochschulreife

• 13th Klasse concludes with the Abitur exam 
(Abiturpruefung)

• Look at the Pruefungsfach and assign equal values 
up to 30-36 (8 hrsx4=32)



Quebec
• After 11th Grade student earns DES or the
Diplome d’Etudes Secondaires then goes to 
CEGEP/College d’Enseignement General et 
Professionel to earn the DEC or Diplome
d’Etudes Colegiales

• Two years after 11th Grade and required for 
entry into university in Quebec

• Credit: 30-36 hours from this study



Countries NOT Receiving 
Credit 
• Ontario (Canadian Province)(OACs?)
• France (Baccalaureat?)
• India (Standards XI and XII?)
• Lebanon (Lebanese Bacc?)
• Netherlands (VWO?)
• Sri Lanka (Sri Lankan A Levels?)



Creating Credits Where None 
Exist
• India and the UK prime examples
• Credit conversion built on base line of 30
• Course based system that contains a set 

number of courses each year such as 4 at the 
older British universities (4 courses per year x 
8=32 hours per year)

• Exam based system with so many exams at 
the end of the year as in India (6 exams at 
year’s end X 5=30 hrs)



Converting Their Credits to 
Yours
• ECTS/European Credit Transfer System is 

based on a full load per year of 60 ECTS
• Twice US normal load so 1 ECTS=1/2 SH
• Norwegian vektall: full load is 20 per year so 

10 per semester means: 20 v=30 SH; 10 
v=15 SH; 5 v=7.5 SH; 2.5 v=3.75 SH and 
therefore 2 vektall=3 semester hours

• Ignore contact hours in a foreign credit 
system, compare their numbers to 30.



No Credit System, But 
Contact Hours are Listed
• Russia prime example of this

• TRY to use your contact hour conversion first, then 
reduce until it fits Rule #5

• We are NOT shorting them; remember our outside 
prep number; often overseas schools do ALL 
study/prep in the class, little or nothing at home 



Semesters with Too Many 
Credits
• Taiwan and Japan have four year degrees 

but too many credits per semester 
• Philippine semesters average 24 units per 

semester or 180 over four years
• Reduce by one-fourth or two-thirds overall 

and course-by-course, rounding upwards 
where possible to benefit student.



Remember Rule #5
• Constantly check your totals after each segment of 

study (semester, year, degree)
• It is OK to exceed 18/sem or 36/yr as long as you 

make up for it by the end 
• Avoid fractions: round up and down
• Keep the student’s best interests in mind where 

possible (required courses)
• One overseas course does NOT equal two of yours 

regardless of content!



Conclusion
• Finally, remember YOU are the one that is RIGHT 

because no one else on campus knows how to do 
this calculation!

• You can always CHANGE the evaluation later based 
on new information

• Be conservative: easier to give more credit than 
remove credit



Questions?

• Robert Watkins
Phone: 512-475-7409 direct line
Fax:      512-475-7395 
E-Mail: robert.watkins@mail.utexas.edu
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