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What is PCAS and what will it do? 

A database of program requirements for 
undergraduate, graduate, and 
certificate  programs

PCAS was developed to help the 
University meet three needs:

An approval system for new and 
changed programs

A resource for our Grad Planner 
application





• A repository of current, accurate information 
about the requirements of all majors, minors, 
and certificate programs on all campuses of the 
University:  the “source of truth”

• The source that informs both the online 
catalog and our degree audit system 
(DARwin/APAS)

Database



Database

Features of this database:
• Dynamic link with ECAS course database

• Always current and accurate

• Archives past versions of programs

• Can be used to generate data warehouse 
reports

• Direct feed to online catalog











DATABASE: The ECAS-PCAS Link

• PCAS draws interactively from the ECAS 
course database, linked through a course 
identification number

• When you update a course in ECAS, that 
course is automatically pulled into PCAS for 
the correct date



Approval System

• PCAS replaces a paper-based approval 
process for new and changed degree programs, 
majors, and minors. 

• New and changed programs requiring Dean, 
Chancellor, Graduate School, AHC, Provost, 
or Board of Regents approval are managed 
through this web-based process.









Resource for Grad Planner

PCAS includes time-based data about 
program sequencing (i.e., the appropriate 
timing of course-taking for four-year 
graduation) that supports the Grad Planner 
application.  



Displayed 
here

Timeframe info 
entered here









• The COURSE GROUP concept
• The link to the course database (ECAS)
• Nesting of requirements
• Sub-plans (tracks)
• Sample plans
• Checkpoint charts
• Approval process

HOW PCAS WORKS



What is a course group?

The basic building block in PCAS:

a set of elements -- courses, course groups, and/or course 
lists -- with a logical relationship that determines what 
items in the set must be completed.

•AND –students must take both course A and course B
•OR Students may take either course A or course B. 
•Concurrent With – students must take all courses in the group in 
the same semester

















A course list is a set of elements -- courses, course 
groups, and/or course lists -- with a minimum number 
of courses or credits that must be taken from the 
subgroups in the set. 

•Take X COURSES - Choose at least X number of 
courses from the subgroups in the set. 

•Take Y CREDITS - Choose at least Y credits of 
courses from the subgroups in the set

What is a course list?









(ACCT 2050 and ESPM 3603 and 
ESPM 3604 and ESPM 5019 and 
(Take 6 or more credit(s) from the 
following:ESPM 3011W, ESPM 
3202W, ESPM 3241W, ESPM 
3602, ESPM 3605, ESPM 3606, 
ESPM 4061W, ESPM 4607, ESPM 
4608, PLPA 3002)) 

NESTED course groups/lists
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