
While the higher education community has done a remarkable 
job of opening the doors of college to more and more students, 
we have not seen equal strides in the number of students who 
actually complete four-year degrees.
U.S. Department of Education’s Graduation Rate Survey



Every year, more than one million first-time, full-time, degree-
seeking students begin their undergraduate careers at four-year 
colleges and universities with every hope and expectation of 
earning a bachelor’s degree. Of those students, fewer than four 
in 10 will actually meet that goal within four years; barely six in 
10 will make it out in six years.

One step from the finish line: Higher College Graduation Rates are within our Reach - Education Trust (January 2005)





Many higher education institutions routinely lose more than one 
out of every four students they enroll in the freshman year alone.

A Matter of Degrees: Improving Graduation Rates in Four-year Colleges and Universities – The Education Trust (May 
2004)



Purdue's student scheduling system is based on a philosophy of 
"choice of course over choice of hours," and all energies are 
directed toward scheduling all students -- the first as well as the 
last -- into the courses of their first choice in order to facilitate 
timely graduation. 
Purdue University - Schedule Deputy Manual





A 2004 analysis at the Maricopa Community Colleges of the 
completion rates of students within courses shows the “facts” of 
our situation. The course schedule is the most significant factor 
in our student retention/attrition rates.
Overcoming the biggest barrier to student success: Ron Bleed, vice chancellor IT – Maricopa Community Colleges 
Campus Technology – Web Edition (May 11, 2005)
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