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UPDATE ON THE EDUCATION SYSTEM OF IRAN

® Number of students in the U.S. (on student visa)

Prior to the Islamic Revolution, there were
approximately 50,000 students in the U.S.

2009-2010 - 4,731
2010-2011 - 5,626

Most at the graduate level
Doctoral students (#15) 141
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@ Population - 73,9736 Million (world Bank 2010)

At the time of the Islamic Revolution it was just under 40 million)
More than %2 under 25 y.o.
Official language is Persian (Farsi)

Calendar: (current - post revolution) -

Iranian Year: started 622
Add / subtract 622 to our calendar date
Example: 1384 / 1385 = 2006
The year changes on March 21 (Persian New Year /
Nooruz)

® Academic Year:

Elementary / Secondary

Three terms (September-December / January-March /
April-June) 200 days, 35 working weeks

Tertiary

Two semesters (approximately 17 weeks each Sept - Jan
and Feb to June). There is a summer semester

@ All schools are single sex
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Educational system:
5+3+3+1+2-4+1+2-45
— Karshenasi (bachelor)

v
Kardani (associate)_’Karshenasi ﬂ

Karshenasi Arshad

(Master) ﬂ

Doctor

Professional degrees are 5 - 6 years (medicine,
dentistry, architecture (7), pharmacy, veterinary
medicine.
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World Data on Education. 7th edition, 2010/11 @

Structure and organization of the education system

Islamic Republic of Iran: structure of the education system
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® Primary School - Grades 1 -5 (6 - 11 y.0.)

@ Middle School (Lower Secondary) - Guidance
Cycle - Grades 6 - 8 (11 - 14 y.0.)
English study begins in grade 7.
Need to pass the exam to get into this level.
Passing grade is 7 except in Persian.
® Secondary School (Dabirestan) - Grades 9 -
11 + 1( Per-University Year / Pish-
Daneshgahi)

@ National curriculum for all levels of study
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® Ministry of Education
- responsible for K -12

® Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs - Non-
formal vocational training - Technical and
Vocational Training Organization
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High school (Dabirestan):
3 years in length (90-96 units)
First two years are common to all

In the Last year students are streamed -

- Academic (Nazari) - Humanities (Culture) &
Literature; Mathematics & Physics;

Experimental Science; Islamic Theology (also
was a socio-economic stream)

-Vocational (Kar-Danesh) Students receive a
certificate that allows them to work in the
profession

- Technical (Fani Herfei ) - Technical; Business &
Vocational (Service Industry) ; Agricultural

Diplom-e Mottevasseteh (Certificate of
Completion of Secondary School Studies)




SECONDARY SCHOOL CERTIFICATE
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sk e Islamic Republic of Iran
S Ministry of Education
Certificate of Secondary School Completion
(Branch: Technical & Voecational)
Field: Computer
Sealed photo of holder
Registration No.: 836
Registration Date: 04/09/2007 Serial No.: F 803482
‘Whereas,
Mr-. . = g
son of Rooholah, holder of ID Card No. issued in Tehran, born in 1989 in Tehran, student of

Ahrar Vocatidonal High School 12848808 (Vocational High School), in Tehran District 5, Province of
Tehran, City of Tehran with student ID No. 125759925, successfully completed all courses in the field of
Computer by the end of Sept of school year 2005-06, having scored a total average of 14.82 (fourteen
point eighty two), and final written average of 12.97 (twelve point ninety seven), this diploma is
conferred upon him.

Signed & Sealed:

-Principal of Vocational High School.
-Examinations Exp f Education Dept.

The
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Upper secondary education: number of units required in common courses by
branch

Subject Number of units by branch
Academic  Techn/Voc. Skills

TheHoly Qu'ran 3 3 2
Religious education 6 6 =
Persian literature and dictation 6 - B
Grammar and wnting 6 - -
Arabic 6 6 -
Foreign language (English, French or 6 6 4
German)
Social science 2 2 2
Economics 1 1 1
Physics 3 3 3
Chemistry 3 3 3
Physics laboratory 1 1 l
Chemistry laboratory 1 1 1
Mathematics 8 8 4
History of Iran 3 3 2
Geography of Iran 3 3 3
Biology, hygiene and environment 4 - -
Physical education 3 3 1
Defence preparation 1 1 1

Total munber of units 66 58 45

Nofe: In principle, one unit is equivalent to 30 academic howrs (50 mimgtes’ long). The total mamber of
units refers to the three-year programme.
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World Data on Education. 7th edition, 2010/1

Upper secondary education, academic branch: number of units required in
specialized courses

Subject Nunber of units by specialization
Hwmanities  Mathematics Experimental
and literature  and physics sciences

Persian literature and dictation

Literary essays

History of Persian literature

Geography

Economical and political geography
History of Iran

History of Islamic and Iranian culture and
dvilization

Econotnics

Arabic

Logic

Philosophy

Sociology

Psychology

Physics

Physics laboratory

Chemistry -
Chemistry laboratory -
Geometry -
Arithmetic =
Algebra and probability -
Mathetnatics -
Computer science -
Biology -
Botarical biology -
Animal biology "
Biology laboratory - -
Geology - -
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Total number of units 27 26 24
Note: In principle, ane unit is equivalent to 30 academic howrs (50 muirites long). The total number of
urits refers to the three-year programme.
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@ Pre-University Year: (fully implemented 2004) -
Pish-Daneshgahi
First recommended early 1990s (1992-1993 15% of students
started with a ‘pilot’ program for the changes.
1 year in length and a specific field of study
(mathematics; experimental sciences; humanities; art

or Islamic culture (students usually complete studies
in the exact same stream)

Students must complete 24 credits (8 compulsory / 16
in specialization).

Leads to university entrance examinations of Konkur
(kunkur / concour)
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World Data on Education. 7th edition, 2010/11 E
4

Pre-university one-year programme: number of units by branch

Subject Number of units by branch
E.S. H. A. I1.C.

=

Islamic culture

Persian language

Persian literature

Foreign language

Physics

Cherristry

Differential and integral calculus
Analytical geometry and linear
algebra

General mathematics

Biology -
Geology =
Arabic -
Arabic literature - -
History = —
Geography - -
Social science - -
Philosophy = -
Introduction to the arts - -
Persian art and literature - -
History of art = G =
Art workshop - = iz
Human space and design - % =
Iranian arts and culture - & s
Ethics - = e
Principles of ideas - = -
Logic s s =
Religious jurisprudence - - = o
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Total number of units 24 24 24 24 26
Nofe: Inprinciple, one unit is equivalent to 30 academic hours(43-50 mirmtes’ long).
M. = Mathematics, E.S. = Experimental sciences; H. = Humanities, A = At 1.C. = I slamic culturs.
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@ University Entrance Examinations - Konkor
(Konkur / Concours)
2009 - 1.3 million sat for the examination.
VERY competitive examination

Only about 10% are admitted to top public
universities

Most enter Islamic Azad University or the open
university (Payam Noor)

Sat for every June
About 60% female
4.5 hour examination. Multiple chose

Top students usually study engineering &
medicine
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® Five-year ‘integrated’ secondary school /
vocational education leading to the degree of
kardani (associate degree).
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Higher Education
*Ministry of Science, Research and Technology

Public Universities and Colleges

Open University (Payam-e Noor University) {est.
1987/1988} Fee paying institution

Private Universities and Colleges - Islamic Azad
University, Qom University, Razvi University of
Islamic Sciences, etc.

Private, nonprofit universities/ college - and are all
fee based.

Technical and Teacher Training Institutions
Institute of Higsher Education

*Ministry of Health and Medical Education (previously
the Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical education)

Oversee health and medical education
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® Kardani (associate degree)

Offered by colleges, universities and institutions
of higher education

67 - 72 credits

Leads to employment or 2 more years to a
bachelor’s degree.

Previous name - Fogh Diplom
Technical / Vocation Education
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® Karshenasi (Bachelor)
140 credits - in general (range 130 to 145)
‘Continuous’ or ‘non-Continuous’
Previous name - Licence
4 years (may be 2 + 2)
Minimum passing is 12
Programs include general courses and main
subjects




KARSHENASI - BACHELOR DEGREE
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B it Sttt Cell phone. 09121850890

Official translation from Persian
In The Name of God
IRI EMBLEM
Iran University of Medical Sciences, Treatment & Health Services

Paramedical Faculty

No.: 4664
Date: 16 March 1999

GRADUATION CERTIFICATE

By Uintece of E. = ez of i of Fealek. T & THei . ard see 710 1G85 £y Tolameic
Partiamens. whereas.

Ms. . I -

-

Daughter of Gholamreza , holder of Birth Cert. No. issued at
Naghadeh, born in 1973, has successfully completed Non-Continues
Bachelor’s Degree Program in the field of Laboratory Sciences , so this
Diploma of Bachelor’s Degree is conferred upon her, so that. she may benefit
from its privileges.

May God grace her with success in putting her learning into practice,
following the path of piety, seeking God’s gratification, and serving the
people
Signed & scaled
Deart of Faculty

Chancellor of University
Education Affairs & Higher Education Dept.

True Translation is Certified 310-Farivar- -
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® Karshenasi Arshad (Master’s)
Pass mark is 14
Thesis
Previous name - Fogh Licence / Fogh Lisans
Two years in length
30 - 45 credits
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@ Doctor (Ph.D.) or
General four years
Pass mark is 14
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® Professional degrees

Medicine (15t stage 5 semesters, 2" stage 2
semesters, 3" stage ‘externship of 9 months, 4th state
Internship of 18 months and thesis) A total of 290
unites

Dentistry - six years (11 semesters)
Veterinary Medicine - six years (227 units)
Pharmacy - 203 units

Architecture - seven years

190- 290 credits depending on the major

Continuous Master’s (Karshenasi-Arshad Payvesteh)
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® Almost all universities were closed 1980-1983
to revise the curriculum and all were
nationalized at that time. 1988 saw the
beginning of non-profit private institutions.

® Government Scholarships - The Iranian
government is encouraging students to study
in the UK, Canada and the U.S.

® Sharif University of Technology - listed as one
of the top 400 universities in the world

® 2011 - issue of ending co-education in the
universities
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@ Distance education available from the University
of Payam-e-Nour. Students must also pass the
concour / konkur.

® Established 1988
® Students take examinations at local universities
@ All levels of education

Bachelor : Accountancy, Business Administration, Computer Sciences, Computer Software Engineering,
Education (Management of Curriculum Planning), English Language Translation, General Psychology,
Geography (Rural Geography), Industrial Engineering, Law, Library Sciences, Persian Language and
Literature, Social Sciences (Research), Theology and Islamic Studies(Jurisprudence and Basics of Islamic
Laws)

Master: Business Administration, Education (Curriculum Planning), English Language Teaching, Ethics @
(Philosophy of Ethics), Executive Administration, General Linguistics, General Psychology, Geography (Rural
Planning), Geography (Urban Planning), Mathematics (Applied and Pure), Nahj-ol-Balagheh Studies
(Fundamentals of Religion and Islamic Studies), Persian Language and Literature, Persian Language
Teaching, Law (International, Private, Penal and Criminology), Public Administration, Social Sciences
(Sociology), Theology and Islamic Studies (Koranic Sciences and Hadith, Jurisprudence and Basics of Islamic
Laws, Philosophy and Islamic Speech), Theoretical Physics

Ph.D : Distance Education Planning, Educational Linguistics, Geography, International Law, Persian @
Language and Literature, Physical Education (Management Planning
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@ Islamic Azad University (est. 1981)

Largest Private

International ‘branches’ (Dubai, Lebanon, Oxford, Afghanistan,
Tanzania. Armenia)

They have their own entrance examination (konkur)
Over 350 branches throughout the country

Over 1.5 million students

About 50% in the Humanities, followed by Engineering

2009 / 2010 - problems with the government

Attempted to converted to a full-fledged religious endowment run
by a board of trustees. Thus, taking much control over the
institution, and the assets to Ahmadinejad.

Vice President - International Affairs
P.O. Box 19585 / 466

No. 12, 7th Boostan

Pasdaran Avenue

Tehran, Iran

info@intl.iau.ir

www.intl.iau.ir
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Grades

Primary - 1 - 20, with minimum passing grade is 7
except for Farsi / Persian which is 10.

Post-Secondary (undergraduate)

14-16 3 B/

12-13 2 C/

10-11 1 D/

0-9 0 F (fait) /
® Graduate:

Masters - 12 minimum pass
Ph.D. - 14 minimum pass
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® Establishment of branches in other countries

Islamic Azad University

Payame Nour University (Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Dubai

University of Ferdowsi - Herat, Afghanistan,
under the name of Khajeh Abdullah Ansari

Iran University of Applied Science and Technology
- in planning stages
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® Women in lran
Some fields of study are closed to women
segregation of the sexes in education
More women in higher education

Since the Islamic Revolution, pictures school
women with the chador.

Ban on high schools

2006-2007 - over 68.3% women admitted medical
fields

2008 60% of teaching positions in the universities

2006 - life expectancy is lower then man, better
since 1976
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® Transcripts:

Should not have a problem unless
Owe fees

Must complete ‘civil service’ as they received free
education

Must completed military service
Political reasons

® Translations - many private companies
approved by the Ministry of Justice. The
student may then take the documents to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to be stamped.
This does NOT confirm authenticity.




ENGLISH ISSUED TRANSCRIPT
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* . Page 2of 2
ISSUED ON: 12-25-2011

L5 ST NAME STUDENT NUMBER:

FIRST NAME: DEPT ELECTRICAL ENG

B Y 1984 N PROGRAM: B Sc. /ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

B. C. NO.: 1525 MAJOR: ELECTRONICS

CODURSE NO COURSE TITLE UNIT GRADE COURSE NO COURSE TITLE UNIT GRADE

FALL SEM 2004-2005 (CONT.)

SEMESTER UNITS, AVERAGE 17 17.23
TOTAL UNITS GAINED,.CUM AV 103 18.14

SPRING SEM 2004-2005

25-220 + SP PROB ELECTRONICS 2 1632
25-253 + CMOS CKT DESIGN 1 3 14.5
25-311 PWR SYS ANALYSIS 3 16.7
25-411 CONTROL SYSTEMSE 3 176
37-624 ISLAMIC REVOLUTION & ITS ROOTS 2 193
SEMESTER UNITS, AVERAGE 14 16 71

TOTAL UNITS GAINED,CUM AV 117 17 96

© SUMMER 2004-2005

25-040 IND TRAINING o P
25-205 IND ELECTRONICS LAB 1 18.0
SEMESTER UNITS, AVERAGE ¥ 13 00

TOTAL UNITS GAINED.CUM AV 118 17 .96

FALL SEM 2005-2006

ELEC MACHINE LAS 1 1 129

CLEC MATHINES 2 3 325

COMM CKTS 3 1158
ELECTRONICS LAB 2 17.5
ELECTRONIC PROJECT 2 E

MACHINE LANG & ARCIH 3 140

SEMESTER UNITS, AVERAGE 14 1305

TOTAL UNITS GAINED.CLUIM AY 132 751

SPRING SEM 2005-2006
PULESE & CIGITAL LAB 170

d
PULSE & DIGITAL CKTS 3 150

MICROPROC LAB 1 1 18.5
MICROPROCESSORS 1 2 130
SEME R UNITS, AVERAG & 14 94
TOTAL UNTS SAINED.Cioh AV 1430 17.35

COMPLETED REQ FOR B Sc. DEGREE

NC ENTRY BELOW THIS LINE

FOR ABBREVIATIONS REFER TO THE FIRST PAGE

’ aHAn/;
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Valid only when delivered in the \\

Sealed Enivers iry Envelope = /{- 70 &;;::&%Zﬂ‘
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@ Current trends
To ‘rid’ the system of Western Influence

Beginning September 2011 - 1) secondary school new
courses in ‘political training’ and ‘living skills’ to warn
against perverted political movements; 2) encourage
girls to marry at an early age to protect from social
problems.

In universities - Curriculums in law, psychology, sociology
and a few other studies to be altered to ‘strip out’
Western theories’ and replace them with Islamic ones.

Many professors retired / being fired that do not support
the new policies

Camera in classroom

University may develop their own curriculum, however,
with guidelines, and follow new Islamization and anti-
Western guidelines.

Music

Textbooks - U.S., Israel, no religious minority
representation in governments (France, UK, US)
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@ Baha’i Institute of Higher Education (BIHE)
www.bihe.org

@ Approximately 350,000

® Founded in 1987

® Students must have graduated high school
® Entrance examination

@ Approximately 1000 applications per year /
450 admitted

® Transcripts validated by the Office of
Persian-American Affairs of the Baha’i
National Center in Evanston, IL

® Educationunderfire.com
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BIHE

@ Associates - Accounting; Civil Construction;
Computer Technology; Preschool Education; Plant
Production Technology

@ Bachelor’s - Structural Engineering; Computer
Engineering; Mathematics and Computer Sciences;
Architecture; Biology & Medical Sciences;
Pharmaceutical Sciences; Applied Chemistry; English
Literature and Linguistics; Psychology; Sociology;
Accounting; Business Administration; Law; Persian
Literature and lranian Culture; Music; Transportation
Engineering; Water and Waste Engineering

® Master’s - Business Administration; Curriculum
Development; Construction Management; Educational
Psychology; General Psychology; Neuroscience; Public
Health; Sociology; Software Engineering; Structural
Engineering
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BIHE

Around 60 schools internationally have
accepted studies from this school for further
education at all levels.
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
OF THE BAHA’fs OF THE UNITED STATES

OFFICE OF PCRSIAN-AMLRICAN AFFAIRS

December 25, 2009

CERTIFICATE

I, Farhad Sabetan, hereby certify that I am the Director of Persian-American Affairs
Office of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahé'is of the United States, an Illinois
not for profit organization, which is the national administrative body for the Baha'i Faith
in the United States; that the Bah4'i Institute for Higher Education (BIHE) is a recognized
agency of the Bahd'i community of Iran, and; that the stamp, which appears on the
attached certificate issued in the name of Mr. is the official stamp of
the Bahd'i community of Iran. Should additional information be required, please do not
hesitate to contact me concerning this certificate. *

Farhad Sabetan, Ph.D,
Director,
Persian-American Affairs Office

T - To enhance clarity of the text in the cover page, the same is typed and enclosed.

1233 Central Street » Evanston, [L 60201-1611
Phone: 847-733-3528  Fax: 847-733-3527 » persian@usbnc.org
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DATE OF ISSUE: August 11, 2008

Name : Mrx .
Etudent ID:

Course No Credit Grade Scoere

2001 AUTUMN SEMESTER

GENERAL BTIOLOCY 20101 3 A 12.0
GRENERAL CHEMISTRY T 20111 3 B 9.0
BASIC MATHEMATICS I 20121 3 B+ 9.9
ARABIC I 91100 2 B+ €.6
INGLISII I 92100 2 A- T .4
PERSIAN I (GRAMMAR) $31i00 2 B+ 6.6
COMPUTER WCRKSHOP 96160 X B+ 3,3
Credits: i6
Credits: 1€ AveTag=: 3.4%
Credits: 16 General Averzg:: 3.43
GENERAL CHTMISTRY IIL = 20112 3 C+ 6.9
BRSIC MATHEMATICS II 20122 3 A 12.4
GENERA.. CHEMISTRY LAB. I 2023 e A £.0
HUMAN ANATOMY I 20301 2 B+ 6.6
ARABIC IT 91110 2 B 6.0
ENGLLSH IT 92210 2 N=- =
PERSIAN II (WRITING SKILLS) 93111 3 A iz.0
RELIGIOUS TEXT: SACRED 93401 2 A- T.4
WR1ITINGE OF BAHA'U'LLAH
Semester Choscn Credits: 18
SEcmestsr Fassed Credits: i8 Average: 3.46
Totasl Passed Credits: 34 General Average: 3.44
2002 AUTUMMN SEMESTER
BASIC PRYSICS 20211 3 < 6.0
ORGANIC CHEMISTRY I 20221 3 B 2.0
GENERAL CHEMISTRY LAB. IIX 20232 1 A 4.0
HISTOLOGY 1 20261 2 B 5.4
HUMAN ANATOMY II ~iE 20302 L B+ 6.6
ENGLISH IXI 92211 3 aA— 11.1
SENFERAL CEOZRAPHY 94100 2 B+ 6.6
Semester Chosen Credils: x &
Semester Passed Credits: 16 Avecrage: 3.26
Toeta: Fassed Credits: 50 General Average: 3.22
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UPDATE ON THE EDUCATION SYSTEM OF IRAN

® Resources:

American Iranian Council (www.american-iranian.org
World Data on Education 2010-2011, UNESCO, 7t
edition
Handbook on Diplomas, Degrees and other
Certificates in Higher Education in Asia an the Pacific
(Islamic Republic of Iran), 2" ed., 2004, UNESCO

® Credential Evaluation Section: Iran. NAFSA

Admissions WRAP-Up Newsletter, January
2008.
http://www.nafsa.org/uploadedFiles/NAFSA_

Home/Resource_Library_Assets/ACE/wrapup
_jan08.pdf?n=5410

® www.bihe.org - Baha’i Institute of Higher
Eduation

p—




UPDATE ON THE EDUCATION SYSTEM OF IRAN

® Education in Iran Report. British Council.
http://www.britishcouncil.org/iran-discover-
iran-educationin-iran-education-system.htm

® Education in Post-Revolutionary Iran. World
Education News and Reviews, May 2000.

http://www.wes.org/ewenr/00may/practical
.htm

@ Education System of Iran. Christopher Harris,
2006. European Association for International
Education
http://www.eaie.org/pdf/basel/1006.pdf




UPDATE ON THE EDUCATION SYSTEM OF IRAN

@ Iranian Universities Based on Their Province.
Scientific Representative of the Islamic Republic

of Iran in the UK and Ireland, 2008. http
-/ /www.iran-student.net/en/universities/iran/

® World Data on Education, 7th Edition. UNESCO
International Bureau of Education.
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/en/services/online-
materials/world-data-on-education/seventh-

edition-2010-11.html

® Online Guide to Educational Systems around the
World. Islamic Republic of Iran. NAFSA.

® AACRAO Electronic Database for Global
Education (EDGE).
http://aacraoedge.aacrao.org/




UPDATE ON THE EDUCATION SYSTEM OF IRAN

® Evaluation of Foreign Degrees and
Qualifications in the Netherlands. Country
Module: Iran. NUFFIC,2009.
http://www.nuffic.nl/international-
organizations/services/diploma-
recognition/country-modules

® Issuance of Academic Credentials in Iran.
EducationUSA Iran.

http://www.educationusairan.com/

@ An Overview of the Education System of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. AACRAO, 2007.

http://handouts.aacrao.org/am07/finished/FO
345p_S_Kamyab.pdf




