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Summary of Meetings and Conference Calls of the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee
Months of April and May 2006

This is an update for  interested members of the AACRAO membership about the ongoing activities

of the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee.  SPEEDE is a committee that is more active year round than

many of the other AACRAO standing committees.

Face to face meetings held (with number of participants):   After the AACRAO Conference in

San Diego on 4/21/06 (7); and after the Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council (PESC)

conference in Washington, DC on 5/3/06 (5).

AACRAO SPEEDE Committee conference calls held (with number of participants): 4/6/06 (7),

4/13/06 (8), 5/4/06 (6), 5/11/06 (6), and 5/18/06 (5).

Activities related to PESC: AACRAO is a founding member of, and an active participant in  PESC.

Much of the real work of PESC is accomplished in workgroups.  

PESC workgroups of interest to AACRAO SPEEDE include:

XML High School Transcript - The draft schema and the draft Implementation Guide were

posted to the PESC web site in March for a 30 day review and comment period.  Eight

comments were received and the workgroup prepared responses to those comments.  These

responses were approved by the PESC Change Control Board and have been posted to the

PESC web site.  The next step is for the PESC membership to vote for the approval of the

schema as a PESC standard.

XML Request for Transcript and Response - This workgroup is developing the XML

equivalent to the EDI TS146 and TS147.  Bruce Marton, Clare Smith-Larson and Tom

Stewart are officially members of the workgroup.  Doug Falk of the National Student

Clearinghouse is chair of the workgroup.  No report from this workgroup during this period.

XML College Transcript - This schema was approved in 2004 and the first major effort to

implement it has occurred in the State University System of Georgia. SunGard Higher

Education has incorporated this standard into its Banner product and is included in version

7.3 which was released at the end of May 2006.  All of the Georgia SUS schools are in

various stages of implementation.  The Ohio Board of Regents has also mandated use of the

XML standard for its member schools and the implementation process is beginning.
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XML Student Transcript Acknowledgment - The use of an acknowledgment of a student

transcript received is an important part of the security advantage gained by the electronic

exchange of student records.  In EDI, this was accomplished by the use of Transaction Set

131.  Not only can the sender of the transcript be assured that the transcript was received with

no alterations, but the receiver can be certain that the transcript did originate from the sender

indicated in TS130.  This information may also be relayed to the student who originated the

request.

At this time, this workgroup is composed of two members of the Georgia Board of Regents,

several members of the Ohio Board of Regents, and the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee.  A

draft schema and a draft Implementation Guide have been approved by the workgroup.  If

anyone is interested in a copy of these, please contact Tom Stewart at stewartj@aol.com.

The next step is to submit these documents to PESC for approval.

Batch Transmittal Schema - A draft of this schema has been prepared by Bruce Marton

from the University of Texas at Austin and a member of the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee.

It will enable a school to bundle multiple XML documents for transmission to the Texas

Internet Server or to other institutions or agencies.  It will also allow the Texas Internet

Server to bundle multiple XML documents for transmission to schools and agencies such as

the American Medical Colleges Admissions Service (AMCAS).  The next step is for a

workgroup to review and approve this proposed schema.

Course Inventory - The AACRAO SPEEDE Committee met in Washington, DC in

conjunction with the PESC Annual Conference to draft a proposed schema to exchange

information in an XML format about one course or a group of courses.  This will serve the

same purpose as the EDI Transaction Set 188.  Anne Valentine, president of SmartCatalog,

met with the group to begin development of this schema.  Rick Skeel has volunteered to

chair this new PESC workgroup.

In addition, the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee prepared an Implementation Guide for the

ANSI ASC X12 EDI Transaction Set 188 and it is scheduled to be posted on the PESC web

site (www.pesc.org) in the near future.

Application for Admission: This workgroup has had some problems in getting going, but

PESC is ready to begin schema development again under the new leadership of Adriana

Farella of XAP Corporation.  She will be assisted by co-chair Tom Stewart of the AACRAO

SPEEDE Committee.  Plans are for the next conference call in mid June.  Anyone interested

in being a part of this workgroup may contact Tom Stewart at stewartj@aol.com. 

mailto:stewartj@aol.com.
http://www.pesc.org)
mailto:stewartj@aol.com.
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Other SPEEDE Activities in April/May:

College Transcript Crosswalk: The AACRAO SPEEDE Committee completed its

compilation of rules for the crosswalk of the EDI TS 130 to the XML College Transcript and

vice versa and it was officially delivered to the University of Texas at Austin.  It will be used

to create the software to do the conversions of the different formats for those who choose to

have the Texas Internet Server convert the format to each school’s preferred format.  Target

date for completion and implementation of the software is late 2006.

Future Meetings:   The following are future events at which the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee

plans to attend, meet, and present sessions:

AACRAO Student Services Technology Conference: The AACRAO SPEEDE Committee

plans to meet the Saturday (July 22 ) before the Conference July 23-25, 2006 at the Grandnd

Hyatt Hotel in Denver, Colorado.  As is the custom, each member of the Committee will also

participate with one or more program presentations.  You can search the AACRAO web site

for SPEEDE type sessions at http://www.aacrao.org/tech06/program.htm.

PESC Fall Workgroup Summit: This meeting will be held October 23  and 24  and therd th

AACRAO SPEEDE Committee is planning to participate with PESC as all of the AACRAO

SPEEDE Committee also participates with one or more PESC Workgroups.

AACRAO 2007 Conference in Boston: The AACRAO SPEEDE Committee has submitted

ten proposals for program sessions and round tables for this wintry conference.
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AACRAO SPEEDE Committee Members for 2005-2006:

Clare Smith-Larson, Chair SPEEDE/Project EASIER Coordinator,

Iowa State University

Barry Billing Electronic Transcripts Specialist,

Ontario (Canada) Colleges Application Centre

Tuan Anh Do Assistant Director of Student Systems Support & Development, 

San Francisco State University (CA)

George Hudachek ** Associate Director of Admissions,

University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Bruce Marton Associate Director, Student Information Systems,

Office of Admissions/Registrar, 

University of Texas at Austin

Linda Sather Information Technology Manager, Office of the Registrar,

Oregon State University

Rick Skeel Director of Academic Records,

University of Oklahoma

Monique Snowden Director of Information Technology, and 

Interim Director of Admissions,

Texas A & M University

John T.  “Tom” Stewart Retired College Registrar from

Miami Dade College (FL)

David H. Stones ** Registrar

Southwestern University (TX)

** George Hudachek and Dave Stones have decided not to serve again on the Committee next

year.  Dave will serve on another AACRAO Technology Committee and George plans to

devote more time to the implementation of the XML College Transcript at UM-Twin Cities.

Anyone who is a voting member of AACRAO or can attain that status from their institution is
welcome to submit a formal application on-line on the AACRAO Committees website for SPEEDE
Committee membership for 2006-2007. This application will be routed to Jerald Bracken, AACRAO
VP-Information Technology and Clare Smith-Larson, AACRAO SPEEDE Committee chair for
further consideration.

And that’s the news for the past two months from the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee.  


