
January 27, 2006 Page 1 of 3 pages by Tom Stewart

Summary of Meetings and Conference Calls of the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee
Months of December 2005 and January 2006

This is an attempt to advise interested members of the AACRAO membership about the ongoing activities
of the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee.  SPEEDE is a committee that is more active year round than many
of the other AACRAO standing committees.

Face to face meeting held:   Nine of the 10 members of the Committee met and participated in the
Postsecondary Electronic Standards Council (PESC) Winter Workgroup Summit (January 23-24) at the
Belleview Biltmore Hotel in Clearwater, Florida.  The Committee also met for the two days immediately prior
to the PESC meeting.

AACRAO SPEEDE Committee conference calls held (with number of participants): 12/8/05 (4),
12/15/05 (9), 1/5/06 (7), 1/12/06 (7), and 1/19/06 (7).

Activities related to PESC: AACRAO is a founding member of, and an active participant in  PESC.  Much
of the real work of PESC is accomplished in workgroups.  

PESC workgroups of interest to AACRAO SPEEDE include:

XML High School Transcript - The chair of this workgroup is Bruce Marton of the AACRAO
SPEEDE Committee.  Other members of the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee are Barry Billing,
George Hudachek, Clare Smith-Larson, Tom Stewart, and Dave Stones.  This workgroup held only
one conference call during this two-month period, because the creation of the draft schema has been
completed and approved by the Workgroup.  The proposed XML Schema and the draft
Implementation Guide were presented to PESC for review in January and these were reviewed and
approved by the PESC Change Control Board at the Clearwater meeting of PESC.  The next step in
the approval process is to post these two documents on the PESC web site (www.PESC.org) for a 30
day review by all interested parties.  Anyone interested can contact Tom Stewart for a copy of the
documents, if you don’t find them on the web site.

XML Request for Transcript and Response - This workgroup is developing the XML equivalent
to the EDI  TS146 and TS147.  Bruce Marton, Clare Smith-Larson and Tom Stewart are officially
members of the workgroup.

XML Transcript Acknowledgment - At this time, this workgroup is composed of the AACRAO
SPEEDE Committee.  A draft schema (based on EDI TS 131) has been created and the next step will
be a second review by the Committee.

XML Application for Admission - This workgroup was formed earlier, but both co-chairs resigned.
So, two new co-chairs have been appointed.  They are Adriana Varela from XAP Corporation and
Monique Snowden from Texas A&M University and the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee.  The
AACRAO SPEEDE Committee met with Adriana Farella for one full day in Clearwater and created
a strawman XML schema so that the Workgroup will have something more concrete to discuss on
future conference calls.  Bruce Marton was the primary force in creating this draft schema, primarily
from the EDI TS 189.

http://www.PESC.org)
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XML Transmission of Test Scores - Bruce Nielsen from ACT Corporation has volunteered to be the
chair of this workgroup.  We anticipate that the workgroup will be appointed and begin to hold regular
conference calls by March 2006.  The AACRAO SPEEDE Committee will be represented on this new
workgroup.

Other SPEEDE Activities in December/January:

The AACRAO SPEEDE Committee met and discussed the following items:

EDI to XML Crosswalk: At the Clearwater meeting, Rick Skeel led the group in finalizing this
crosswalk.  This, with the XML to EDI Crosswalk which was completed earlier, will soon be
presented to the University of Texas at Austin, so the IT staff there can begin work on translation
software to be used by the Texas Internet Server.  Once completed (a very optimistic completion target
date is July 2006), an EDI user of TS130 may send transcripts to (and receive from) users of the XML
College Transcript Schema, and vice versa.  This will be an optional free service provided by UT
Austin.  

Shortly, the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee will make these two crosswalks available to the
AACRAO community so that all will be able to review the decisions made by the Committee.  The
two formats are not the same and the crosswalk is not a perfect one to match of all data elements and
values.  In several cases, data thought to be irrelevant by the Committee will be discarded if there is
no place for it in the other format.  More commonly, data that does not convert readily to the other
format will be placed in a structured note message. 

CCCTran: The AACRAO SPEEDE Committee responded to a request from the California
Community College Transcript Project.  The California project is committed to using the PESC XML
College Transcript Standard Schema, and the Committee  discussed two lingering questions the folks
in California have about how to exchange some specific data needed in California.  As a result of this,
we will propose making one minor optional change to the XML schema to be included in the next
version of the schema.  We also agreed to request data maintenance from ANSI ASC X12 in the EDI
TS 130 to allow additional occurrences of the RAP segment in the CRS loop.

XML College Transcript Project in Georgia: The University System of Georgia is now in the beta
testing phase of implementation of the PESC standard in all universities in the Georgia system.  They
will use the Texas Internet Server provided by the University of Texas at Austin for the exchange.
They hope to be in full system-wide production in a few months.

Future Meetings:   The following are future events at which the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee plans to
attend, meet, and present sessions:

AACRAO Conference in San Diego:  The Committee plans to meet with other program committees
on the first day (April 17 ) of the Conference and to have a full day meeting on the Friday followingth

the Conference.  In addition, most members of the Committee will be making program presentations
there.
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PESC 3rd Annual Conference on Technology & Standards: This meeting will be held in
Washington, DC May 1-3, 2006.  The Committee normally meets two days prior to the conference
each year.

AACRAO Student Services Technology Conference: The Committee plans to meet for two full
days in conjunction with the Conference July 23-25, 2006 in Denver, Colorado.  As is the custom,
each member of the Committee will also participate with one or more program presentations.

PESC Fall Workgroup Summit: This meeting is held each year in October and the Committee is
requesting permission to participate with PESC as most of the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee also
participates with one or more PESC Workgroups.

Current AACRAO SPEEDE Committee Members for 2005-2006:

Clare Smith-Larson, Chair SPEEDE/Project EASIER Coordinator,
Iowa State University

Barry Billing Electronic Transcripts Specialist,
Ontario (Canada) Colleges Application Centre

Tuan Anh Do Assistant Director of Student Systems Support & Development, 
San Francisco State University (CA)

George Hudachek Associate Director of Admissions,
University of Minnesota - Twin Cities

Bruce Marton Associate Director, Student Information Systems,
Office of Admissions/Registrar, 
University of Texas at Austin

Linda Sather Information Technology Manager, Office of the Registrar,
Oregon State University

Rick Skeel Director of Academic Records,
University of Oklahoma

Monique Snowden Director of Information Technology, and 
Interim Director of Admissions,
Texas A & M University

John T.  “Tom” Stewart Retired College Registrar from
Miami Dade College (FL)

David H. Stones Registrar
Southwestern University (TX)

And that’s the news for the past two months from the AACRAO SPEEDE Committee.  
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