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July 19, 2005 
 
 
 

The Honorable Timothy Bishop 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1133 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Representative Bishop: 
 
On behalf of the member-institutions of the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and 
Admissions Officers (AACRAO), I write in strong support of your amendment to strike certain 
transfer-related provisions of Chairman Boehner’s Substitute to H.R.609. 
 
AACRAO is a nonprofit association of more than 2,400 institutions of higher education and more 
that 9,500 campus enrollment services officials. The campus officials that comprise our 
membership range from front-line administrative staff to senior administrators with primary 
responsibility for enrollment planning, records management, administrative computing and other 
important operations central to the smooth and efficient administration of colleges and 
universities.  
 
As the national association of transfer practitioners on campus, we believe that the new federal 
transfer mandates proposed by Sections  486(a)(8)(Q) and 495(b)(8) of Chairman Boehner’s 
substitute would have significant adverse consequences for students, taxpayers and the American 
tradition of federal non-interference with academic judgments of colleges and universities. 
Historically, the federal government has wisely allowed colleges and universities to 
autonomously determine the terms and conditions their students must meet to earn various 
academic degrees. Chairman Boehner’s substitute would, for the first time, federalize a 
fundamentally academic issue by imposing a federal transfer mandate on all institutions as a 
condition of participation in Title IV student financial assistance programs.  
 
Specifically, the legislation contains two distinct new federal mandates. First, institutions would 
be required to disclose their policy regarding acceptance or denial of academic credit earned at 
another institution of higher education, including a statement that such decisions will not be based 
solely on the source of the accreditation of the sending institution.  Second, the legislation 
requires accrediting bodies to confirm that institutions of higher education do not base their credit 
evaluation practices on the agency or association that accredited the sending institution, so long 
as the agency or association in question is recognized by the U.S. Secretary of Education.  
 
These provisions would compel institutions to treat all agencies and associations recognized by 
the Secretary as interchangeable, no matter how markedly different they are from each other in 
scope and mission. By denying institutions the right to take cognizance of the identity of a 
sending institution’s accrediting body; the legislation intentionally commingles patently  
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dissimilar courses together and piles them on receiving institutions for case-by-case evaluation. In 
addition, the legislation effectively eliminates specialized accreditation by requiring institutions 
that rely on non-federal, voluntary accreditation standards—as is, for example, the case with 
medical education—to substitute the Secretary’s unrelated judgments for their own autonomous 
systems of peer recognition. Further, the proposed legislation would set Secretarial recognition of 
accrediting bodies—hitherto deemed to be the minimal threshold for participation in Title IV 
programs—as the de facto ceiling by denying institutions the right to be more academically 
demanding than the least rigorous of accrediting agencies recognized by the Secretary. 
 
We note that H.R. 609 reauthorizes the study of transfer issues by the Department of Education 
that the Committee initially mandated in 1998. The legislation would require the Secretary to 
provide a report of the Department’s findings and recommendations to the House and Senate 
authorizing committees by September 30, 2007. We urge the Committee to await the Secretary’s 
findings and recommendations before implementing a legislative solution for a problem whose 
existence, scope and remedies are as yet unknown.  
 
AACRAO believes that one-size-fits-all legislative mandates on a complex topic such as credit 
evaluation would result in poor student placements, diminished quality and wasted resources. 
Institutions of higher education have an obligation to their students, their graduates, employers, 
other institutions of higher education and the public to protect the integrity of the degrees they 
confer. At a time when diploma mills and fraudulent credentials are becoming a national and 
international security problem, Congress should be strengthening, not undermining, the ability of 
colleges and universities to control the award of their own credentials. 
 
AACRAO is pleased to support your amendment on transfer and we urge the Committee to strike 
the intrusive transfer of credit provisions in Chairman Boehner’s Substitute to H.R. 609. We 
believe legislative action of this significance is not prudent before the findings of a properly 
conducted study are available to the Committee and we stand ready to assist with such a study. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and for your commitment to our nation’s students, colleges and 
universities.   
 

 


