
 
 

American Council on Education 
Office of the President 

 
March 24, 2006 

 
The Honorable Richard Durbin 
United States Senate 
332 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Durbin: 
 
 On behalf of the American Council on Education and the higher education associations listed 
below, I write in support of the Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act that 
you intend to introduce as an amendment to the comprehensive immigration reform legislation now under 
consideration.  We hope the Senate Judiciary Committee will adopt this crucial legislation. 
 
 Increased access to higher education is a top priority for our associations and the institutions we 
represent.  As the name of your legislation recognizes, higher education is becoming necessary to achieve 
the “American dream” that immigrants to this country have sought for centuries.  The DREAM Act 
would remove some of the federal barriers to higher education for thousands of children that have grown 
up in this country, attend our schools, and have the desire and ability to make vital contributions to our 
society.  Access to in-state tuition is essential for these students, as is the path to legal status that the 
DREAM Act establishes.  As the DREAM Act moves through the legislative process, we would also urge 
Congress to extend federal grant aid to DREAM Act-eligible students, as the lack of access to these funds 
is also a significant barrier to higher education. 
 
 We recognize that the debate over illegal immigration is complex and evokes strong emotions.  
The DREAM Act, however, simply provides opportunities for young people who, through actions beyond 
their control, are already members of our communities.  It is in our nation’s best interests to ensure they 
have the same opportunities as everyone else to achieve their dreams. 
 
 Thank you for your leadership on this crucial legislation. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David Ward 
President 

 
DW/cms 
 
On behalf of: 
 
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 
American Association of Community Colleges 
American Association of State College and Universities 
 

One Dupont Circle NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20036-1193 
Telephone: (202) 939-9310 • Fax: (202) 659-2212 

Web: http://www.acenet.edu 
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American Council on Education 
Association of Jesuit Colleges and Universities 
National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher Education 
National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities 
National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 
United States Student Association 

 

 
 
 


