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One of the fastest growing sectors of higher education 
administration in the United States is the field of inter-
national education. Once the preserve of a seeming 
handful of experts, the field of international education 
has grown exponentially to include specialists in immi-
gration advising; recruitment and admissions; creden-
tial evaluation; international undergraduate and 
graduate admissions; English language assessment; 
international athlete evaluation; education abroad 
advising; and many other aspects of this sometimes 
arcane field. AACRAO has been involved in providing 
resources for better understanding this complex arena 
for much of the second half of the association’s first 
hundred years. In addition to numerous individual 
country educational system volumes, AACRAO pub-
lished a guide for international education professionals 
in 1994, followed by a revised edition in 2001. This cur-
rent volume, The 2010 International Guide, further 
updates those prior books with a rich array of topics by 
knowledgeable experts in international education.

We begin the book with an overview that provides a 
compelling look at the field as it now stands and end it 
with a tantalizing glimpse of the future of international 
education. In between these overviews are a series of 
chapters on an array of issues faced by international 
education professionals across the country. Some of 
these issues— such as international recruitment and 
enrollment management, fraudulent documents, and 
the continuing saga of the Bologna Process, which has 
been sweeping Europe for over a decade now—engen-
der much discussion and, indeed, debate throughout 
U.S. higher education. The Guide also addresses vital 
concerns such as international credential evaluation, 
office policies and procedures, undergraduate and grad-

uate admissions questions, and English proficiency 
assessment, often in a how-to format that enables the 
reader to create or revise institutional policies regarding 
these important topics.

Most of the authors are established experts in the 
field whose names will be very familiar to international 
education practitioners. Some of the authors, on the 
other hand, will be new to AACRAO members. Yet the 
expertise of these contributors quickly becomes appar-
ent as they address the specific international subject of 
their chapters. The wealth of knowledge and expertise 
represented in the following twenty-three chapters 
assures the reader of a truly comprehensive review of 
the entire field of international education. The appen-
dices to the Guide represent a fitting epilogue by listing 
key resources, organizations, and publications, capped 
off with the AACRAO Bill of Rights and Responsi
bilities for International Students and Institutions.

No single volume, however wide-ranging, can pro-
vide all the answers to the questions that arise in inter-
national education. One reason that so many of us have 
remained in the field for as long as we have is that inter-
national education is complex and ever-changing. 
What was true last year or even last week may not be 
true today. The Guide is a good place to start in grap-
pling with the myriad aspects of international educa-
tion. It is hoped that it will serve to inspire a desire for 
more information, information that can be found 
through networking with other international educators 
and attending sessions at events such as the AACRAO 
Annual Meeting and the many state and regional asso-
ciational conferences. Equally important publications 
on various international education subjects are also 
available through AACRAO. The Guide will introduce 

Introduction
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you to this fascinating field and provide a solid founda-
tion of knowledge, through which you can investigate 
further aspects of this dynamic subject.

Robert Watkins
The University of Texas at Austin
AACRAO Vice President for International Education 
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